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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION AP- 
POINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 of the ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946. 


1 July 1946. 


COMMISSIONERS: 


CAPTAIN JOSEPH TUBRIDY. 


THE S. Se 
(The Commission convened at 100C hours) 
LUDWIG GRAUERT, a witness, recalled to the stand and testified 
as follows: s 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
(resumed) 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you remind the witness that he is still 
under oath. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
BY DR. FELCKMANN: 
Q Witness, you had just given us your testimony concerning the facts 
as towhy you thought that the SS could have considered from a personal 
point of view,or from a human point of view as to being an elite organization. 
Will you please continue with your reasons for this? 
A For example, a number of the aristocratic families were members 


of the SS, all of which I knew personally. More of them were leaders, tor 


example, the Archduke of Brunswick, of Mecklenburg, of Hessia, of Lippe- 


Detmold, Lippe-Biesterfeld, the latter becoming a consort of the Que en's 
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daughter of Holland, I very often was invited to their house. I talked to 
them,and they never once mentioned that they did not like to be in the SS. 

Q On the other hand did the SS have to have political officers who 
did not carry out their work properly report? 

A There were a few cases where I had to dismiss State counsellors 
because they had behaved unworthy of political officers. I based my action 
on the reports of the Oberabschnittsfuehrer of the SS. 

Q You had given a victute of the personal setup within the Gestapo 


under Diehls, Will you please tell us if the condition changed under 


Heydrich up to the time that you left. refer especially here to the 


positions that were filled within the Gestapo by SS members? 

A No, as before said, afterwards the adminiStrative officials and the 
executive officials were taken from the upper brackets of the administration 
Heydrich appoint eq some of the directors of Gestapo offices who ‘pécaue to 
him as judges assistants, Untersturmfuehrer. 

Q Had you any reasons for believing that the SD and the General SS at this 
time had any connections as far as organization was concerned with the 
Gestapo? 

A No. In fact,the SD organization as a special organization of the 
General SS at that time took over the Intelligence Service within the 
Gestapo. That was a measure I did not approve of because in this way 
the Intelligence Service within the State was no longer possible to be 
cont rohled. 

LT. HARRIS: I would like to have the entire answer read. 
(Whereupon the answer was read) 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 


Q Is the SS in your opinion indicted by the development and the 
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activities carried out by the Gestapo, the question which the defense 
lawyer will ask yu later on in detail? 
LT. HARRIS: I bbject to that „calling for a conclusion. 
DR. PELCKMANN: I withdramy question. 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Q Were you or are you a Catholic? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you know of, or did you receive any instructions or regulations 
that were of a hostile character towards the church policy from the Genera] 
SS? 

A No, on the contrary,when I married I did so in the uniform of the 
SS Sturmfuehrer in the Catholic Church in my home towm,and I had the pic- 
ture published in all of the SS newspapers, and that was in 1935. 

Q What other facts could yougive concerning your testimony that you 
did not notice any activities hostile towards the church polities? 

A Unfortunately my wife died in September 1935 in Dahlem. She 
was buried in a Catholic cemetary in Dahlen,ard I as well as many S3 
leaders took part and wore our SS uniforms. All I can state was that the 
orders of the Frussian Bishop for example were carried out when I wore 
the SS uniform. I also wore my SS uniform when in Trier,for example, 


and at the time of the Holy Frock when he was vested with that in Trier, 


and Iwas shown the Cologne Cathedral by Cardinal Schulte when I wore the 


SS uniform. I myself was of the opinion at that time that I would be 
able to bring about an agreement between Catholicism and National Socialism, 
especially by reason of the conferences and discussions that I had with 


State Counsellor Berling at that time. 
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Q Did you enter the Waffen SS during the war by reason of your high 
rank, and if so, were you an officer in the Waffen SS? 

A No. When I left the State Service I with many other honorable 
leaders and the General SS members became a reserved officer in the German 
airforce,and did my training and duty within the airforce. At the 
end ofthe war I was a Colonel ofthe reserve, and regimental commander 
at the East front. 


In the airforce ? 


Q 
A Yes. 
Q 


When did you retire from the State service? 
In June 1936. 


You were at the same time then the SS Leader and Officer of the air- 


Yes. 
Did you in these capacities happen to learn anything of inhuman 
activities in the concentration camps,and mass murders in the East? 

A No. Although I had the opportunity of speaking to and conersing 
with many higher officials and acquaintances, I learned nothing of these 
murders at the concert ration camps. 

Q Can you give any explaration for this tact? 

A Even the last time Heydrich had such strict secrecy in the regula- 
tions,that not any officer at all could glean any information, not even 
the Government President officers. These secret regulations became much 
stricér in the course ofthe war,and aside from this fact these atrocities 
were committed inoccupied territores in the east. 

DR. KEMPNER: That might te interpreted differently. He said 


"In the Far East." Inthe far east. 
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~CAPPAEN-PUBRIDTS —_lventually, tt coridbe—the far enst, 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 
Q Do you understand from the far east what is usually understood by you, 
that is, is it the Asiatic country, or do you mean the far east area from this? 
~———CiPTi DY TUBRIDY:__pr Petckmann;~if—you-ere-trying to-get-an-answor 
—from the witness of what is meant—-by—the"far-east—land—what—he—means—by 
the-Asiatic_country,—you-are -telling—him--what to answer. 
——fTotwnot-feii-—that—I_ne.ed.put-the-answer-to- tik mirthess, 


just wish you~ would 


~no- rame your questions—tkab-way. 
THE WITNESS: I TAERA the Mk oast of the German Reich quarter. 


DR. PZLCKMANN: No further cuestions. 
DR. MERCKEL: I should like tgask some questions far the Gestapo. 
BY DR. MERCKEL: 

Q Were you ever a member of the Gestapo? 

A No, 

Q Were there before 1933 a political police System in the different German 
Landers? 

A Yes, 

Q Why was the law issued in Prussia after the siezure of power concerning 
the establishment of a secret State Police, and did you have any hand in the 
issuance of this law? 

A The law establishing secret police in Prussia was issued mainly for 
reasons of organization. Of course, as a Secretary of State within the 
Ministry of the Interior I played a leading part in the issuance of this law. 


Q Did the issuance of this law intend that conspiracy of crimes against A 





humanity should be committed? 
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LT. HARRIS: I am going to object because it calls for a con- 
clusion,and the law speaks for itself, 
DR. MERCKEL: The witness himself played a leading part in 
the establishing of this law,and the motives of the law are not contained 
in the wording of the law itself. The prosecution maintains that the 
Gestapo had a hand in the general conspiracy that was being mentioned 
here, The State Police is based on this first law issued on 26 April 1933 ’ 
therefore, I am of the Opinion that the question to the witness is administra- 


tive. 


f — 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: F—bhink-thet once such a thing“as out, it 


Should speak for itself after that. 

DR. MERCKEL: But from the fact and the fact of the existence 
of this law, the prosecution wants to conclude that the Gestapo had a 
hand in the conspiracy,but if the prosecution thinks that from the word- 
ing a conspiracy charge can not be drawn » then, of course, I shall with- 
draw my question. 

LT. HARRIS: Our position is simply that the decree speaks for it- 
self,and that no witness Can say what the intentions of the wording should be, 
That can only be derived from the lawitsel? - The law has to be put into 
effect and applied, and to have such application not only in the wording but 
also in the motives of the law,which are essential sand, if the witness as Secretary 
of State played an important part in the creation of this law,yet, I do not 
believe he ought to be able to be allowed to ask him questions con- 
cerning the motives of this law. | 

Ekerk ss 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY ¢ If any ambiguity in the wording, -you uusi-esk 

the-guestion eorreetiy,and if any such fact existsthen you might ask him 


the question, But if the law is clear by its own language there is not 
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much use going into the matter, If you want to ask him the motives for 
the law as q representative of that particular body than you may do so, 
BY DR MERCKEL: 

Q Then I should like to ask the witness a question. What were the 
motives that lead to the issuance of this law? 

A As I already said,the motives were mainly of organization questions. 
When I entered there I found that in the Ministry there was a political 
department that was not attached or annexed to any police department, 
and in the Provinces I found the departmmts went as far as in a Province of 
l-A Department of the Police President Offices, Therefore, I soon took 
over and brought about a personnel union by taking the directors of the 
Landers Criminal Offices, and putting them under the jurisdiction of the 
Central Department of the Ministry in order to have a certain position 
over them from Berlin. Aside from this fact the Gestapo remained part 
of the honor administration,and was under the jurisdiction of the Ministry 
of the Interior. Therefore,the laws that applied to the police regulations 


of this Department were those of 1931. 


Q Did this law issued on 27 April 1936 give to the Gestapo any tasks 


different than from those that formerly were of the police of fices,and what 
the different Landers had had? 

A I do not remenber the text of the law in detail,but I believe that no 
change was brought about by this law in this respect. 

Q You did mention that when the Gestapo was set up, administrative 
and executive officers were ordered to the Gestapo. Did they take over their 
positions voluntarily, or not? 

A At first the entire officers of the 1-A Department of the Police 


President Offices were taken over as a group. Later on officers from the 
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criminal police were transferred through my police department because 

by and by I had a number of criminal police officers at my disposal far 

the crime and the activity within the Reich had gone considerably downwards, 
Q You said that vhen the Gestapo was established, the officers, or 

the officials were taken over as a group. What do you meah by a group? 


A The entire 1-A Department was transferred into the Gestapo, or 


ordered into the Gestapo. All of these departments were part of the 


administra tion. 

Q Will yom please answer my question exactly then. Was this transfer 
of the officials a voluntary transfer or not for each individual? 

A The conception of being transferred or ordered excludes the idea of 
voluntariness. Would it be correct to say that on the transaction it- 
self that the other was an organization of owes volunteers of th 
National Socialist Battle Association. Up to my time the Gestapo was 
solely a State Institution. 

Q Were the socalled unauthorized concentration camps that were 
established, or had arose out of seizure of power a concern of the Gestapo? 

A Concentration camps might not be a correct term here. These were 
the socalled SA and SS groups of which I have already sp¥ken,and that had 


$ 


Q Did the fact the Seizure of power arrests any large} numbers, and 


nothing to do with the Gestapo. 


the mal-treaiments of inmates take place by the Gestap o? 

A I had received no official reports to thiseffect. I had a state- 
ment of this in the course of years, or time,already in 1933, but ax I was not 
in office any longer than 30th November; I do not remember having received 


any official reports. I do not believe that those things took place in 
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large numbers,for it they had I believe that I should have heard or been 
informed concerning the means I had had at my disposal. 
Q You already mentioned that at that time it was possible to 
bring about a complaint against a Gestapo Office for any actions, 
Will you please explain that morelin detail, 
A I already said that from 26 April 1933 until 30 November 1933 any 
regulations were police regulations to which the penal jurisdiction and 
the penal regulations already in such measures could be applied? 
Q Was this possibility of a legal trial a proper one with the 
ossibilities of defense and so on? 
A As far as I remember this was regulated in a codification of the 
Prussian legal system. 
Q And what was the legal basis for any such complaint action? 
The Police administrative law. 
From what year does it date? 
isa. 
Q Did the G&Stapo as an organization have a hand in the consideration 
of the Roehm Putsch? 
A I myself Ican not Say,but I believe it did not have any hand in it, 
because Heydrich had only been the head of the Gestapo as an organization 
for two and one-half months at this time. 
Q When was Diehls dismissed. from his position as Pics Inspector, and 
why and who was his successor? 


A Diehls had been dismissed from his post as Inspector ofthe Gestapo 


the Interior at that tims. I had leamed of incidents that had occurred 


LL 
upon my own very urgent personal su®festions with the Prussian Ministry of ( 
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there that wre not Quite proper. I did not learn ofthese by official 
investigations and reports,but I heard of them from a consultant whom 
I had in this office as Ssuperviser of suc h complaints. Added to this 
was the fact that in March 1934, Diehls,and the remaining Ministry at that 
time,mare ged to SKrest away, I might Say, a separation of the organiza- 

i 
tion from the administration; as the office of the Sate Secretary in the 
Prussian State Ministry, who was a deputy to Goering,and superior of 
Diehls, thus caused to &0 away all the fear that there would be an 
independent and unsupervised action. U-on my sug8éstion Goering discharged 


Diehls, I then wrote down the questions concerning protective custody, 


also, in March,.in the Policeregul ation. 


Q You just mentioned "protective custody." Why was this instituted? 

A The basis for the material, and legal steps of the protective 
custody measures were the regulations concerning the protection of the 
nation and State on 28 February 1933. The fault with this regulation 
was that it only settled the material side but not the formal side of the 
question, Therefore, the steps that were enforced ard carried out in 
connection withthis law differed in the various terms by reason of the 
different concepts of police regulations and so on. 

Q And now answer my question why was protective custody instituted? 

A Protective custody was instituted to handle cases of people who 
were considered politically opposed to the means of the State, and thus 
bring about a socalled preventive police arrests based on theregul ations 
that I have already mentioned, and the foundation in the Prussian Police 
Law, in my opinion, 

Q Would you please repeat your German answer for the German steno- 


grapher? 
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A Yes, Therefore, t he regulations on 11 March 1934 solely sought 
to de with the protective custody arrests that could be carried out by 
the Government Presidents Office with the commmer for eight days only 
with a report to the central office,and that arrests existing eight days 
could only be carried out by the Prussian Prim Ministry, although through 
the Gestapo itself. Mention was once more made of the fact that in cases 
of temporary arrests,xamr on suspicion of crime,those cases had to pe 
transf erred within twenty-four hours to the proper legal courts for a 
decision, Final mention was once made of the fact that a party, or 


any office affiliated with such an organization cid not have the right 


to carry out protective custody; that the Gestapo should be supervised in 


action,and that this was not done, if so, they should report immediately 
to the Prussian Prime Ministry Office. 

Q Do you know Dr. Gisevius? 

A Dr. Gisevius was employed within my honored circle after he had 
passed his judges assistant examination as to being an assistant, I was 
very anxious to have him in my ministry because Gisevius was at that tine 
leader of the Youth organization and the Bismarck Youth, and both 
organizationswere still active at that time, were still active enough at that 
time as protective groups for the government. 

Q On page 8258 of the German record it says the following:"Gisevius 
was to be arrested sometime in November 1933 by the Criminal Comnissory in 
Daluege's roo m where he happened to be. That Daluege let him escape 
by means of the back door of Secretary of State Grauert, and thereupon 
Grauert intervened with Goering." Is that correct. 

A I don't remember,but I don't believe that if this ériminal Gommisory 


had been in my building I would have had him come to me immediately, and would 
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have given him personally the necessary instructions, 
Q Is there any possibility at all of getting to your rooms from 
Daluege's room by means of the back door? 


A I donot know which back door he refers to, fine or Daluege . 


Daluege had dffices on the first floor,and I had my office on the second 


floor. 

CAPTAIN TUBRDY: Dr. Merckel, what is the point of this line 
of questioning ,may I ask, 

DR. MERCKEL: I should like to prove Gesevius credibility by this 
witness, because Gisevius by his testimony indicted the Gestapo, and very 
seriously. 

CRPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well. 

BY DR. MERCKEL: 

Q On rage 8255, this same Gisevius says,"Goering had given full power to 
the Gestapo to carry out murders where only the nawe s of those who were to be 
murdered were still left blank." Is that correct? 

A I can not imagine any legal phases for any such power at my time. There 
was a socalled obliteration,theright of obliteration to the president or head 
of the state, which, however, involved the settling of the legal act ofthe 
investigation before any decision could be taken, This right of obliteration 
was given to the !russian Minister; I don't know the reason why the Prus- 
Sian institution, and it was also given to the Prime Minister. 

Q Was there then any possibility at all for Goering to give full power 
to the Gestapo for murders 2? 

A I don't remember and I can not remember = or imagine any legal 
settlemnt for such things. 


DR. MEXCKEL: No further questions, 
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DR PELCKMANN: May I ask just one question which I forgot to 
aslibefore the interrogation by the other attorney. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well. 
BY DR PELCKMANN: 
Q Were you a socalled SS honorary leader, witness? 
A I had no activity within the SS. I just wore my uniform, as they 
say,"uniform ala suite" Ireceived no orders from Himmler,or any one else, 
Q Did you do any SS duty at all in your capacity as SS leader? 
A No. 


DR PELCKMANN: Thank you. 


é CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY DR. KEMPNER: 

Q When did yw leave the Ministry of Interior? 

A On 30 June 1936. 

Q What was the real reason for you doing so? 

A My real reason was that Iwas verystrongly opposed to the organization 
of the Gestapo, according to the law of 26 February 1936. 

Q Were you really only opposed to the formal side, or also to the 
things that became known about and concerning the Gestapo? 

A I had at that time heard by general talk that was about concerning 
the illegal protective custody within the development of the state affairs. 
I had always attached great importance to this part under my position, and 
as I considered, however, that the events on the whole were carried out 
within the fram: wrk of the general political office at that time, I 


tried always to have an agreement between the organization side and the factual 


| 
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side of the questions, 

Q A document has been submitted to this court in which the Ministry of 
Justice calls your attention -- that is, the Ministry of Interior -- to the 
effect that the Gestapo managed to get testimony from witnesses by beating 
them, and that they mal-treated the people in other terrible ways, cases 
of unbearable things,for example,and other abhorring things . Isn't it 
true that these «npleasant ami continual reports was one of the reasons 
you entered the Army,and did not want to have anything to do with any 
of this any longer? 

A May lask the date dthis document, is it 1934 or 1935? of course, 
I remember these documents,and I think they wrote me and wanted to do 
something to bring about a change, Twas not successful,and that was my rea- 
son for it. 

Q In German language, you did not want to have anything to do with 
this sort of "swine" activity, the beating of decent persons. 

A Yes, on the whole, but I would like to emphasize once more the 
imnediate prevention I had recognized i£ in seeing the success that had 
been brought about within the framework of the entire teparkusnk develop- 
ment of the abhair and I once more wanted to try to alleviate the con- 
dition which I thought could be prevented and changed. 

Q But you were not successful, is that right? 

No, fras dismissed. 


Who was your last supervisor? 


Frick, he was pune since 1 May 1934? 


A 
Q 
A Minister Frick. 
Q 
A 


If I remember the first of April, or it may have been the 
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Q Who was your superior before Frick? 

A Mr Goering, 

Q Would it be correct to Say that originally you had thought that 
things would take a different turn? 

A Yes, I only saw one way out and put myself at their disposal, 
because I thought I would have to help to get things into a decent 
channel, 

Q What did yo do between 1923 and 1933? 

A From 1923 to 1927 I was in tle Huettenindustrie, a legal industry 
as public prosecutor,and I worked on legal and penal matters. I was 
appointed their legal adviser,and was made at the same time managing fore- 
man of the organization of the entire northwest group of the organizations 
. of steel and iron industrialists. 

Q Did you at that time have a hand in seeing that large sums of 
money of the industrial concerns were given to National Socialist 
quarters? 

A I personally fd no fund in my organization for such things, 
Hovever, at the beginning of 1932 I gave the Economic Advisér Funk 
100,000 marks when Eo nee not present and he needed it badly. At 
that time a decision had been taken by the heavy industry,the so- 
called Ruhrlage, that no funds were to be given to the National Socialist 
Party,but only the ne gre ae for having handed it this 
100,000 marks Twas supposed to be dismissed from my posts. Only the 

e 
fact that Tissen said I had already used his name, was not a measure 
that seemed correct one for which to be dismissed, 

Q That was not the only time the Party SS received money from your 


help directly or indirectly. Will you tell us something about the other l 


cases,and you can be quite frank in this matter? 


- 
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A Yroally co not remember any other cases where I placed large sums 
of money at their disposal, because I had no funds for such purposes. I 
only remenber here the socalled Spann Institute of @kmmm of Duesseldorf, 


It was founded at his head,and through that xm@mooox id®ology I had been 


teh. National Socialism,and I wanted to have his teachings to become 


more known and spread. That was the only time where I ever had given any 
help. There is no instance where I had given any funds to the organiza- 
tion as @ whole,and to Hitler. 

Q I did not mean the organization as a whole. I mean to individual 
SS groups and so on? 

A I never gave the SS a single penny. 

Q Only the Party? 

A No. Just the case that I mentioned, not other cases. I may have 
given a Gauleiter some money for a newspaper in Gau Essen, because there 
in my scope was any possibility of help. 

Q How mach did you give the Gauleiter at that time? 

A I did not negotiate with the Gauleiter at all. That was dme by 
Waggoner ,the Economic Personnel Adviser at Munich at that time. 

Q How mach? 

A I did this in the form of a loan. It may have been 100,000 marks, 
it may have been less, I don't remember. 

Q Do you know these loans have never been repaid by the Party? 

A No, it has never been repaid. 

Q Whether such loans were given to the Party directly or indirectly 
with your help, will you please tell us something about it? 

A I know that my help was given,but I could not give you any one 


single case where I had to hand any person such a thing, 
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Q would yousay it is correct if Tsay that with your help about three to 
five-hundred thousand marks were given to the Party, or its formations, 
You must be very careful because I have the documents. 

A Even in spite of that fact I would say that this sum is exaggerated, 


ecause I had no funds at my disposal for such purposes . 


Q And that is you did not exceed 200 marks, indirectly? 


A What do you man by indirectly. That I know of it, or that I guessed 
it? 

Q That you supposedly had. That you advised it. That you made the 
recomuend ation? 

A If you will mention I might remember,but I don't remember any 
individual cases, 

Q You only remember 100,000 to Funk,and 100,000 to Munich? 

A Yes. 

Q But it is nòt at all possible that it was more, islt hat correct? 

A It is possible,but not up to 500,000 marks. Anyway, not from me 
personally. 

Q But from your organization, and so on? 

A I should like to say that my organization had no fund for such pur- 
poses. Our Employers Organization only had a fund for strike eventualities. 
Q You knew that these facts were of more importance for your hav- 

ing become a ministerial director and Minister of Interior in 1933, 
aside,of course, from your capabilities? 
A I would not say that ,that fras given a position for that reason, 
fa 


fh 
because I left a much better pay and a much more unofficial position when 


taking on the one in the Ministry. I solely think so because Goering 
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personally asked me to take over the administration work here, and I re- 


member that I asked him four times to take it over. I had not been destined 
from the very beginning of originally to take this position,and I even then 
only did accept after I had been given assurance that my predecessor would 
be given a similar position of importance in another ministry, 

Who was your predecessor? 

Ministtyial Director ola 

K-L-A- U-3-N-E-R, Klausner, 

Yes, 

He was murdered on 30 June 1934,is that correct? 

He was shot on 30 June 134. 


DR KEMPNER: Yes, 
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Were you an SS Obergruppenfuehrer at that time? 

Yes, 

Do you know that SS men shot your predecessor? 

I heard that they ERT ten x2 but that they wore SS uniforms. 

w Did you agree by saying that that was pure murder? 

Ub jectively, 

À Xxmbyexits/ it was murder. 

Q What did you do when you heard that your predecessor was mrdered by the SS, 
your predecessor who was the head of the Catholic action in Germany? 

A ¥ I have dready stated that objectively 1 considered this murder. if I 
consider the whole legal devdopment of the action that took place at that time, and 
consider this an individual case, 1 would like to say that I mx saw the legal basis 
in the law that had been passed on the 3rd of July, md though I might not say that 
l wask terribly affected by it and opposed to these affairs, but with the law of 
authorization that had been passed, 1 saw, on the 23rd of March, 1933, the legal 
basis for these events. On the other hand, it was not my concern to try to have 
these things investigated, and 1 could never investigate them if 1 had mthority 
to do so because L was not competent in my office to do so. furthermore, l do 
not remember, could not say or mould not judge wnetner the indictment of high 
treason that was made was really true here. 

Q Are you of the opinion that murder is Bcd murder when a law is passed by 
a so-called Fuehrer?. 


A I think there were examples which are settled legally later. The law 


was undoubtedly, at that time, passed by the cogpetent authorities, signed by 


them. Thdpossibility for such a law, as 1 already said, existed. 
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Q That is to say that if the Fuehrer made a law that all Jews were to be 
exterminated and ordered this in the form af a law, that is right too, is it? 

A As a legal man, the question is too general for me to answer. It would 
have to be decided whe ther a legal example is here or not. 

Q Was, in your opinion, the killing and gassing of the Jews a crime or not? 

A The most terrible crime that I can imagine. 

Q Was the murder of Minister Director Klausner, head of the Catholic Action 
in Germany, a crime in your opinion or not? 

A I can only answer the question if I am given the facts concerning this 


event, which I have not had up to now. 


Q You mean that evey today you have not made up your mind as to what it is? 


A If the things that I have learned, and the things made known to me now are 
true, then I mst say it was murder, 


CAPT. TUBRIDY: We will have a recess now. 


(A short recess was taken.) 

BY DR. KEMPNER: 

Q You said that you were not competent to act in Klausner's case, is that 
correct? 

A Yes. 

civil claims 

Q Don't you know that there was a law concerning settlement of xExeIxerimeE? 

A Yes. 

Q For example, if Kakausner's widow wanted a pension, you were the competent 


authority to decide on that? 


A Noy, Kdausner was in the Reichministry of Transportation, and it was a 


r A 
F | 
J f 
F, r 
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question that concerned the Reich. 
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Q That is maa mistake of yours, I am sorry. I shall tell you and maybe 


then you will remember. Klausner was murdered on 30 June 1934. His wife wanted 
to axx have damages paid to her for the murder from the German Reich. Didn't 
she, in this connection, have to turn to the Minister of the Interior ma that was 
competent for the settlement of civil claims? 
A Yes, for her settlement of the indemnity question. The damage would not 
be for her pension. 
Q Mrs. Klausner's lawyer went to the liinister of the tarkemm interior, do you 
remember the lawyer's name? 
å No. 
Q It was Puender. 

Puender did not come to me, 

But he was in your Ministry. 

These questions were, at that time, handled in the department that was is 
umer State Secretary Pfundner. 

Q Do you know that Pfundner, after he made this claim application, was arrested 
by the Gestapo? 
A Yes, 1 heard that. 
Was this also one of the terrible things the Gestapo did, according to you? 
A Yes. 
Q I have something else here, taken from the files of the Minister of the 

Interior. Did the Minister of the Interior, for example, complain that people 


kidnapped 
in foreign countries were ovine by the Gestapo? 


A That is possible. 1 don't remember single cases at the present time. 
Q Do you remember the case of Bernhold Jakob who was urged to come over from 


Switzerland across the border and kidnapped? 
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I remember a case, but not the name of Jakob. 
You don't remember this case? 
A No. May I see the document, mybe I mk shall remember then. 
Q This is a long document and I don't want to introduce it. I shall just ask 
you if you remember the following sentences: 

"Serious cases of political consequences mm or difficulties have, in recent 
times, occurred by the Gestapo by means of kidnapping on soverign territory. I refer 
to the cases of Jakob (Switzerland), Gutzeid (Netherlands and Holland), and the 
latest incident on the Czech border." 

If that occurred during my time, I should have written in that fashion. 


And if the Minister of the Interior complained about such things, they were 


I am sure I did not do this without any material. 

Heré's another case, do you remember this one? It says: 

"I shall here only mention the case of my teacher and ss Kreisleiter uf 
Esterwegen, who wasza confined in protective custody for 8 days because he had and 
was later found giving his report concerning the treatments carried out by the 
ss." 

A I remember this case exactly. 


old 
Q Was that your som Kreisleiter? 


Was it a new Kreisleiter? 


A  Idon't know, 1 don't remember, I f I remember correctly, I sent 50 people 
Gendarme 
of the Field keumberk and had the camp evacuated of SS personnel and had them manned 


by the Gendarme, 


Q What did the SS do there? 
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À That must have been very early in 1933. The SS had been sent into tie 
Papenburger district in order to ameliorate conditions and to alleviate unemploymert . 
They were in a camp near Esterwegen and had very frequently arrested people and 
mbrought them into the camp. 

Q Is it correct that the SS mistreated people? 

A Yes. 

Q And the man you spoke about was arrested by the Gestapo and you canplained 
about that? 

A I don't know who maltreated them. It was either the SS or the Gestapo 
at that tim. | 

Q According to the document that I have quoted, it says "the man had made a 
correct report concerning the treatments carried out by the SS." 

A To us? 

Q I don't know, but you complained about this? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know the ©:centration camp Columbia Haus in Berlin? 

A Yes, 1 know the Columbia House in Berlin. 

Q Did you receive any complaints concerning the fact that the SS guards mal- 


treated people there? 


A The Columbia House was an extended demtention institution for the Gestapo. 
knew of more 
At that time I immota complaints about the Helemanustrasse, as 1 have already 


mentioned. That was a so-called unauthorized &% SA barracks. 
Q Iam now speaking about the quite authorized Columbia House on the Tempelhof. 
You knew that maltreatments occurred there too? 


A Yes. 
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You knew that the guards were SS men? 
From Hmmrxx hearsay I can say yes. 


I was there, I saw them. Now, another point. Where were you on 28 February 
In the Ministry of the Interior. That was the day of the Reichstag conflagra- 


Where were you on the evening of the Reichstag cmflagration? 

I had gone to repart to Minister Goering. 

Between 9:00 and 10:00 P.M., you were ‘in the burning Reichstag building. 
Why did you go there? 


A Because I was head of the police department at that time and wanted to see 


the measures that were being taken, 

Q Who called you there? 

A We received the news from Daluege, or a Minister, when he was reporting to 
Goering, and the Minister had me go with him immediately to the Reichstag. 


and 
Q You stood at the head of the big stairs in SS uniform with Goeringx/Hitler 


is that mxx correct? 
Yes, 
Q Do you know who set the Reichstag on fire?’ 
A Yes, I heard later. 
Who was it? 


A 
A The S& Gruppenfuehrer, that is, at that time, SA Brigadefuehrer Ernst, with 


several SA men, 
Q Where did you get your official information, and where did you hear of it? 
A I did not hear of it officially. 1 learned of it later. ' 


Q In 1936? 
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It may Hag have been 1936 or 1937 . 
And who told youk this? 
I imge imagine that Gisevius told me this. communi sts 
suggestion that/ 
Q Didn't you receive any information at that time that the/eemmanzzs and socia- 
lists had set it on fire had been pure invention‘ 
A Yes, as the only man asked, at the time, was the janitor who had been in the 


building and was the last one to leave. He locked it up and told me that Thorgler 


was the only one who had been in the Reichstag at the end, and that he had fetched 


his mban hat and coat from the cloak room upstairs and left later. When x imaret 


the Gestapo said that Commandos had been the criminals, the explanation seemed 
plausible to m. 

Q I now refer you to testimony given by Goering, and L shall give you the USA 
number later. Goering said, in his testimony: 

@ We, that is, Hitler and 1, gave out the news that commandos had set the 
Reichsteg on fire without any investigation having taken place at all. ‘hat is 
the way the Fuehrer wanted it." 

Do you agree with this? 

Yes, it the regulation of 28 February 1933 is based on these facts., 

Q That is to say that the regulation that abolished civil rights was based 
on a swindle? 

A Im retrospect, yes. 

Q You yourselg did not know that at that time? 

A No. 


Q A number of people were arrested on that day after the fire, is that 


correct: 


A Yes. iumegiomepodtiainocthmgiar Thorgler, the commandos, and Lubbe. 
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Q No, £ mean the big commandos, Diehls and so on? 

A Yes. 

Q These reports were set up, as testified in the Ministry of the interior 
in theg Police Department. Lou were the head, at that time. What can you say 
about this? 

A At that time Diehls, together with \iinisterial Direcfor Sim Schulze was in 
the Political Department and not in the Police Department, and as far as L kak 
know, it had been separated, Therefore, 1 was not officially concerned withkk this 
question. 

Q Had you heard that m such decrees were being rawn up by another department’ 

À No, and 1. must say quite frankly, that 1 have no idea about the extentz 
of the arrests even today. 

@ You answered to a question asked by one of the defense lawyers, that the 
officials of the Gestapo were to be taken over cumulatively, or as a group, 2s from 
the former administration? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you still insist on this testimony or do you want to restrict it? 

A Diehls told me at that time thet he had taken all the 1-A officials of the 
Police Department and transferred them, or a great part of them, to my office. I 
met a number of them in camp and they told me that they blamed me for having been 
transferred, so that L must say that these officials were transferred by Diehls 
to the Police Department. 

Q Do you know that the people who were anti-National Socialists were not 
transferred but fired’? 

A No. 


Q You don't know that the leading l-A officials in Berlin were Schnidler, 


Schoch, Arian, Stumm and Stenzel? 3, VA, 
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I don't remember these names. 

Q Would you say it is true if that is stated in the Ministerial paper of 

the interior administration? 
Yes. 

Q Do you want to restrict your testimony now to this extent that not all of the 
officials of the administration of Department l-A were transferred, but that the anti- 
Nationalx Secialists were fired beforehand? 

A Yes. 

Q Verg§ well. 

À Way 1 see the xmmt document? The law had not been put into effect at that 
time concerning the re-establishment of the civil servants' system, 

They were first sentenced and then fired entirely by reason of the law. 
Now, another chapter, 

How large was the number of police employees when you took over the Police 
Department in Prussia? 

A I only remember that they numbered 48,000 -- and I had these as regular 

police. I don't know how many of them were administrative or criminal officials. 
Would you consider it correct if the Pathfinder stated that the Prussian 
had a strength of 78,000 to 80,0007 
Yes, that would have to be correct. 
You very strongly increased the Police, is that correct? 
A To a certain extent yes, up to 1935, but after 1935 this recurred once 


more but against my will. 


Mr. Gravert, the Prosecution would like to direct your attention to the 


fact that you are not a defendant here, but only a witness, 
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Yes, after 1935 the regular police was once more brought to the old strength. 

Is it correct that the SS and %8 SA Auxiliary Police were increased? 

Yes, including the Blue Shirts, if I may mention them. 

Why was the decree that you made, at that time, termed to be a top secret 
matter, and had top secret written over it vhen you employed SS and 8% SA? 

A I cannot remember any reason because they mpmexamt appeared in public. They 
were restricted, so far as I remember, in that they would only be employed for 3 
marks per day, and that they could only become active in the company of an official 
of the regular police. 

Q Afterwards you employed a considerably larger number and these were given 
military training, is that correct? 

å They were not employed by the Ministry, but by the Police Department, and so 

as I remember, they were cancelled very soon because 1 could not see any special 

or purpose in them, and they received no military training. 

Q Do you know that under the cloak of the police, 50,000 men were employed 

trained, and on the 16th of March, 1935, they suddenly appeared as soldiers? 

A If you mean the Ladespolizei whose strength of 30,000 men was based on 

Versailles treaty, then these men were based in Paris, 

Q I want to know if it is correct that 48,000 to 50,000 men were newly employed 

suddenly appeared on the 16th of March, 1935, as soldiers? I don't want to know 

reason, 1 just want to know if itis correct. 

A This 45,000 to 50,000 men were, if L remember, were placed in the Army but 
they were not newly recruited men but were made up of the men who lived in barracks, 
I remember this so exactly because 1 had a decided opinion against Barracks Police 


and wanted to mites abolish it. 


PEIE 
f 
f 
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Q Iam not reproaching you with anything, 1 just want to know the facts. Would 
it be correct to say that the Prussian liiniser of the interior, Minster Goering, at 
that time used the Police for reasons of rearmament? is that correct? 

A It was, at this time, Fricke, but the transfer was made by the Minister of 


the Interior. 
who started 


Q And yevosaket it, Fricke% or Goering? 

A At the time of Georing, the Police was there. It started with Goering am 
ended with Fricke. 

Q Now, one last point. You studied legal literature and the laws very closely, 
didn't you? 

A At that time, yes. 

Q You yourself made many laws and reguktions? 

A Yes. 

Q Your signature is on many documents here of the Legal Gazette of 1933. You 
also aided the law compilations of Freisler, didn't you? 

A Yes. 

Q And you are well informed on matters of SS and Police? 

A Yes. 

Q © Do you know that in the legal documents, there is the following sentence 
not once, but ten times. "The Police and the SS are the miga mbank uniform 
gate protectors of the Reich." Is that correct if this was re-examined officially, 
again and again? 

A Not in my time, not in rrussia. 

Q I refer to 1934. 


N 


A When Himmler became chief of Police, this danger became greater and that 


is wh 1 personally was opposed to it. a Cf 
f 
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Q And you left because you realized that something very bad was about to 
occur, is that correct? 

A I did not want the officials to present the attitute that he alone was 
the representative of the State. 

Q You were against thezaz amalgamations and became more and more close to the 
SS and rolice, is that correct? 

A Itried to turn the course of events and faildd. 

Q Because you knew that this would eventually lead to terrible consequences, 
is that correct? 

A Because I feared that the cordon of my interior organization, especially 


insofar as the central institution was concerned, would suffer and be destroyed. 


Q You knew that if the SS and these things would amalgamate, it would mean 


the end of a half-way decent state aganization? 

A I feared that with such a system, one no longer had any clear responsibility. 

Q Because the same people who were subordinate to the State were also subordinate 
to Himmler’? 

A I saw that things could be carried out from one sight, and from mmpkex another 
sight without the state having the possibility of interfering if it wanted to inter- 
fere. 


And you saw this ium very distinctly as a ka leader and state administra- 


Yes. 
And by reason of your knowledge am as a legal man, you condemned such an 
amalgamat ion? 


A I considered this the cause of this whole terrible development. 
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DR. KEMPNER: ‘Thank you, that's all. 

CAPT, TUBRLDY: Dr. Pelckmann, do you want to ask my further questions? 
DR. PELCKMANN: No further questions. 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: Could we adjourn now and start again at 1:35 P.M, 

DR. PELMKWANN: Yes. 


DR. KEMPNER: Yes. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1230 hours.) 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the 


testimony of LUDWIG GRAVERT taken on 1 July 1946. 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION AP- 
POINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRINUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE TRI- 
BUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946, T 


1 July 1946. 


CAPTAIN JOSEPH TUBRIDY. 


THE SS 
(The Sommissioner convened at 1000 hours) 
LUDVIG GRAUERT, a witness, recalled to the stand anà testified as 
follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION -- Resume 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: ill you reminc the witness that he is still under 
onthe 

THE \fITNESS: Yese 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 
‘e ‘‘itness, you had just given us your testimony concerning the facts 
as to why you thought that the SS could have considered from a personal 
point of view, or from a human point of view as to being an elite orraniza- 
tione ‘ill you please continue with your reasons for this? 

fte For example, a number of the aristocratic familics were members 
the SS, all of which I knew personally. More of them wore leaders, for 
example, the Archduke of Brunswick, of Mecklenburg, of Hessia, of Lippe- 
Detmold, Lipye-Biesterfelc, the latter becoming a consort of the Queen's 
daughter of Holland. I very often was invited to their housce I talked to 
them, and they never once mentioned that they did not like to be in the SS. 

Qe On the other hand did the SS have to have political officers who 
did not carry out their work properly report? 

ie There were a few cases which I had to dismiss State counsellors 
because they had behaved unworthy of political officerse I based my action 


on the roports of tho Obeorabschnittsfuchrer of the SS. 
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Qe You had siven a picture of the personal setup within the Gestapo 
uncer Diehls. ill you please tell us if the condition changed under Heydrich 
up to the time thot you lefte I refer especially here to the positions that 
were filled within the Gestapo by SS members? 

te No, as before said, afterwards the administrative officials and the 
exccutive officials werc taken from the upper brackets of the administration 
Heydrich appointed some of the directors of Gestapo offices who came to him 
as judzes assistants, Untersturmfuchror. 

Qe Had you any reasons for bolioving that the SD and the Goncral SS at 
this time had any connoction as far as orranization was concorned with the 
Gestapo? 

Noe In fact, the SD organization as a special organization of the 
Gencral SS at that timo took over the Intellirence Service within the Gestapo, 
That was a measure I did not approve of because in this way tho Intelligence 

State was no longer possible to be controlled. 

LT. HARRIS: I would like to have the entire answer reade 

(.hereupon the answer was road) 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Is the SS in your opinion indicted by the development and the 
aotivitics carried out by the Gestapo, the question which the defense lawyer 
will ask you later on in detail? 

HN ISs I object te that, calling for a conclusions 

te PELCKMANN: I withdraw my questione 
BY Di. YFELCKMANNs 

fere you or are you a Catholic? 

Yes. 

Did you know of, or did you receive any instructions or regulations 

wero of a hostile character towards the church policy from the Gencral Sf 

No, on tho contrary, when I married I did so in the uniform of the Si 
Sturmfuchrer in the Catholic Church in my home town, and I had the picture 
published in all of the SS newspapers, and that was in 1935. 


Qe hat other facts could you give concerning your testimony that you 
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did not notice any activities hostile howards the church policics? 
Unfortunately my wife died in September 1935 in Dahlome Sho was 
buried in a Catholic cemetery in Dahlem, and I as well as many SS leaders 
took part and wore our SS uniforms. All I can state was that the orders of 
the Prussian Bishop for example were carried out when I wore the $S uniform. 
I also wore my SS uniform when in Trier, for example, and at the time of the 
Holy Frock when he was vested with that in Tricr, and I was shown the Cologne 
Cathedral by Cardinal Schulte when I wore the SS uniform I myself was of 
the opinion at that time that I wuld be able to brine about an agreoment 
between Catholicism and National Socialism, especinlly by reason of the 


confcrences and Ciscussions that I had with State Counsellor Berlins at that 


Qe Did you entcr tho V/affen SS durins the war by reason of your high 
rank, ani if so, were you an officer in the Saffen S3? 
then I loft the Stato Service I with many other honorable 
leaders and the General SS mombers became a reserve officer in the German 


3 


airforce, and did my training and Cuty within the airforcce ùt the end of 
the war I was a Yolonel of the reserve, and repimental commander at the East 
fronte 
Qe In the airforce? 
Yos. 
“hen dii you retiro from tho State service? 


In June 1936, 


You werc at the same time thon the SS Leader and Officor of the naire 


Yes. 
Di’ you in those capacities happen to learn anythine of inhuman 
activitics in the eoncontration camps, anc mass murders in the East? 
te Noe Althourh I had tho opportunity cf speaking to and conversing 
acquaintances, I learned nothing of thesc 
murcers at the concentration CAMPS e 


Qe Can vou mivo any explanation for this fact? 
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ie Even the last time Heydrich had such strict secrecy in the regula- 
tions, that not any officer at all could glean any information, not even the 
Government President officerse These secret regulations became much stricter 
in the course of the war, and aside from this fact these atrocities were 
committed in occupied territories in the caste 
DR. KEMPNER: Tht might be interpreted differently. Ho said "In the 
Fr B st". In the far caste 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 
Do you understand from the far cast what is usually understood by you 
is it the Asiatic country, or do you mean the far cast area from thig 
JITNESS: I meant the far cast of the German Rcich quartcr. 


= ony ‘ors v 
DR. PELCKMANN: No 


further questi nse 
DR. MERCKEL: I shoul like to ask some questicns for tho Gestapoe 
DRe MERCKEL: 
jere you ever a member of tho Gostano? 
see No s 
Qe ere there before 1933 a political police system in tho different 
German Landers? 

Yos. 

hy was the law issucd in Prussia after the seizure of power concerne 
ins the establishmont of a secret State Police, an’ dic you have any hand in 
the issuance >f this law? 

The law cstablishin:: scersot police in Prussia was issuocd mainly for 
reasons of orranizsctione Of course, as a Secretary of Stato within tho Minis. 
try of the Interior I playod a leacing part in the issuance of this law. 

Dic the issuance of this law intend that conspiracy of crimes apainst 
humanity should be committed? 

LT. HANRISs I am going to object because it calls for a conclusion, 
and the law speaks for itself. 

Oh. MERCKEL; The witness himself played a leadinz part in the establishr 
ing of this law, nnà the motives of t o law are not contained in the worting ' 


of the law itself. The prosecution mintains that the Gestapo had a hand in 
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the general conspiracy that was boing menti>ned here. The State Police is 
based on this first law issued on 26 April 1933, therefore, I om of the 
opinion that the question to the witness is administrativos 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: But once a law is promulgated =-=- should speak for 
itsolf after thtt 

DR. MENCKEL: But from the fart and the fact of the oxistonce of this lav 

Prosecution wants to conclude that the Gestapo had a hand in the cone 
spiracy, but if the presocuticon thinks that from the wording a conspiracy 
charge can not be Crawm, tho, of coursos I shall withdraw my question. 

LT. HARRIS: Our position is simply that the decree speaks for itself, 
an’ that no witness enn y what the intentions of the wordin- should be. 
That can only be derived from the law itself. The law has to be put into 
ni applied, anc to have such application not only in the wordinre but 

motives of the law, which are essential, and, if the witness as 
Secretary of State played an important part in the creation of this law, yet, 

not believe he ourht to be able to be allowed to ask him questions con- 
cornins the motives of this lawe 

Cia TAIN TUBIDY: - If there is any ambiruity in the wordins, an? if any 

then you micht ask him the questirn. But if the law is 


Clear by its own lancuase thorc is not 
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much use going into tho matter. If you want to ask him the motives for the 
law as roprosontative of that particular body thon you may do so» 
BY DR. MERKEL: 
Q Thon I should like toask tho witness a question. ‘hat were tho 
motives that load to the issuance of this law? 
said, tho motivos wore mainly of organization quostions, 

‘hon I ontered there I found thot in the Ministry there was a political 

opartment that was not attached or annexed to any police department, and 
in tho Provinecs I found the dopartments wont as far as in a Provinco of 
lei Dopartment of the Police President Uffices, Therefore, I soon took 
over and brought about © personnel union by taking the directors of tho 


Criminal Offices, and puttin; thom under the jurisdiction of the 


Contral Devartricnt of the ministry in order to have a cortain position 


over thon from Berline asido fron this fact tho Gestapo romained part of 
tho honor adninistration, and was undor the jurisdiction of tho llinistry of 
he Interior, Thoreforc, the hws that applied to the police regulations 
of this Department woro those of 193le 
Q Did this low issued on 27 April 1936 sive to the Gestapo ony tasks 
difforont thon fron those that formerly wero of the police officcs, and what 
the diffcrent Landers had had? 
not reomenver the text cf the law in detail, but I believo that 
no change was vrought about by this lew in this rospocte 
Q You did nontion that when tho Gestapo was set up, administrative 
and oxceutive officors werow rdcrod to tho Gostapoe Did the, take over their 
positicns voluntarily, or not? 
at first tho cntire officors of tho l-A Department of the Police 
President Offices wore taken over as 2 groupe Later on .fficors from 
criminal police wore transferred through my police department because 
had a number ¿f criminal polico officors at my disposal, for tho 
ond the activity within the Roich had gone considerably downwards, 
You said that whon tho Gestapo was ostablished, the officors, or the 


cis wore taken over as 2 groupe All of these departments were part 


answor my question oxactly thon, uas this transfor 


vfieicls œa voluntary transfor or not for cach individual? 
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A The conception of being transferred or ordered excludes the idea of 

voluntarinosse ‘Would it be corroct to say that on the transaction itself 
hat tho other was an organization of fanatic voluntcers of the National 
Socialist Battle Association. Up to my time the Gestapo was solely 

a State Institutione 

Q Vere the so=caliod unauthorized concontration camps that wore 
established, or had arose out of soizure of power a concern of the Gestapo? 

A «© Concentraticn camps might not bo a correct torm here. These were 
tho soecallcd SA and SS groups of which I havo already spoken, and that had 
nothing tc do with tho Gostanoe 

Q Did the fact the seizure of powcr, arrosts of any largo numbers, an 
tho maltroatnonts of inmates take place by tho Gostapo? 

A I had recoived no official roports to this cffect. I hada 
stotonent of this in the courso of yoors, or timo, already in 1935, but I 
was not in office any longor than 39th Novombor; I do not romombor having 
roccivod any official reports. I do not belicvo that those things took 
place in largo numbors, for if thoy had I belicve that I should havo heard 
or boon inforned concerning tho moans I had had at my disposal. 


Q You already mentioned that at that time it was possiblo to bring 


avout a complaint against a Yestapo Office for any actionse ‘Jill you pleaso 


explain that moro in dotaile 
A I already said that from 26 april 1933 until 30 Novombor 1935 any 
rosulations wore police rogulations to which the penal jurisdiction and the 
ponal rogulations alroady insuch moaswos could be applicd? 
Q Was this possibility of a logal trial a proper one with tho 
possibilitics of defense and so on? 
A As far as I romomber this was rogulated in a codafication of the 
Prussian logal systome 
Q dnd what was the legal basis for any such complaint action? 
The Police administrativo laws 
From what yoar doces it dato? 


l tho Sestapo as an organisation have a hand in the wmnsidoration 
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A I myself I cannot say, but I believe it did not havo any hand in it, 
because Hoydrich had only been the head of the Gestapo as an organization 
for two and one-half months at this tmce, 

Q ‘When was Dichls dismissed from his position as Gestapo Inspector, 
and why and who was his successor? 

A Dichls had been dtendased from his post as Inspoctor of the Gestapo 
upon my owm very urgent personal su.jgeostions with the Prussian Ministry of 
tho Intcrior at that time, I had learned of incidents that had occurred 
there that were not quite proper, I did not learn of these by official 
investicgotions ond reports, but I hoard of thom from a consultant whom 
I had in this office as supervisor of such complaintse Added to this was tho 
fast that in March 1934, Dichls, and the romaining Iiinistry at that time, 
managed to arrest away, I might sayy 2 separation of the organization from 
the adninistrationgs as the offico of the State Secretary in the Prussian 
State Ministry, who was a doputy to Gocring, and suporior of Dichls, this 
caused to go away all the foar that there would be an independent anl 
unsupervised actione Upon my suggestion Goorin: discharsed Dichlse I 
thon wrote down tho quostions concerning protective custody, also, in ilarch, 
in tho Polico rogula tione 


You just montionod ' 


‘protective custody," why was this instituted? 
Tho basis for the matorial, and legal. stops of the protectivo custody 
measures woro tho ro ;ulations concerning tho protection of tho nation and 
State on 28 Fobruary 1933. The fault with this roculation was that it only 
sottlod tho matorial side but not the formal side of the questiones Thoro- 
Pore, the steps that were onforcod and carricc out in connection with this 
law differed in the various terms 2y roason of tho different concepts of 
polico rogulations and so ohe 
Q And now answor my question why was protoctivo custody instituted? 
Protective custody was institutod to handle cases of people who 
were considerod politically opposed to tho moans of tho Stato, md thus bring 
about a soeealled proventive police arrosts based on the regulations that 


I have alroady mentioned, and tho foundation in the Prussian Police Laws 


ycu ploase ropeat your Gorman answor for the Gorman stonographor? 
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Therefore, the regulations on 11 March 1934 sololy sought 
to do with the protectivo custody arrests that could be carricd out by the 
Goverment Presidents Office with tho commander for cight days only with a 
roport to the contral offico, and that arrosts oxisting dght days could 


only be carried out by the Prussian Primo Ministry, although through the 


Gestaso itself, Mention was once more mado of the fact that in cases of 


tanporary arrests on suspicion of crime, those cases had to be transferréd 
within twenty-four hours to tho proper logal courts for a decisioneg Final 
montion was once mado of tho fact that a party, or any office affiliated 
with such on organization did not have the right to carry out protective 
custody; that the Gestapo should be suporvisedin action, and that this was 
not dono, if so, thoy should roport immodintely to the Prussian Primo ifinistry 
Officce 

Q Do you know Dr. Gisevius? 

à Dre Gisovius was employod within my honored circle after ho had 
passed his judges assistant oxaminetion as to being an assistant, I was 
yory anxious to have him in my ministry bocouso Giscvius was at that time 

lor of the Youth organization ond the Bismarck Youth, and both organ- 
izations wore still activo at that tine, woro still active onough at that 
time as protective groups forthe covernmont. 


Q On page 8258 of the Gorman record it says the following: "Gisevius 


O 


vas to bo arrostod somotimo in November 1933 by the Criminal Commissary in 
Daluego's room whero he happened to boe That Dalucge lot him escape by 
moans of the back door of Scerotary of State Graucrt, and thereupon Grauert 
intcrvonod with Gocring," that correct? 

I don't romenber, but I don't atta that if this Criminal 
Cormissary had boon in my building I would have had him como to mo 
imnucdintely, and would have given hin porsonally tho noccssary instructions. 

Q Is thoro ony possibility at 211 of gotting to your rooms fron 
Dalucgots rocon by moans of tho back door? 


I do not know which back door ho rofors to, nino or Dalucgoe 


had offices on tho first floor, and I had my offico on tho socond 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr, Morkel, what is the point of this line af 
questioning, may I aske 


Re IERKEL; I should liko to provo Gisevius crodibility by this 


witnoss, bocause Giscvius by his testimony indicted the Gostapo, md vory 


soriouslye 
JPTATI TUBRIDY: Vory welle 
BY Die LORKELS 
. On page 8255, this sance Gisovius says, "Gooring had given full 
pover to tho Gestapo to carry out murders whero only tho names of those 
who wore to bo murdored wore still loft blanks" Is that corroct? 
A I can not inagine any legal phases for any such power at my tince 
There was œ soecalled cbliteration, the right of cbliteraticn to tho 
or hoad of the stato, which, however, involved the sottling of tho 
of the investigation before any decision could be takone This 
litoration was given to the Prussian Minister; F don't mow 


LSO) > tuti d it was also given to the 
: 2 


es a a$ 
rimo itinistcr, 


was thoro then ony possibility at all for Goering wm give full 


power to the Gestapo for murders? 


don't romoember and I comot remombor = or imagine any legal 


tsiy 


sottlomont for such thinzse 


DRe LERIEL: No further guostionse 





‘Sea NN 


DRe FEICKINN: May I ask just one question which I forgot to ask before 
the interrogation by the othor attorneye 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very velle 
BY DRe PEDCKMANN: 

Q Were you a socalled SS honorary leader, witness? 

À I had no activity within the SSe I just wre my uniform, as they 
say, “Uniform a la suite", I reecived no orders from Himmler, or any one 
clsee 

Q Did you do my SS duty ab all in your capacity as SS leacer? 

A Noe 

DRe PEICKMANN: Thank youe 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY DRe KEIPNER: 
Q When did you leave the Ilinistry of the Interior? 
A On 30 June 1936, 


Q What was the real reason for you doing so? 


Aà Ly real reason was that „I was very strongly opposed to the 


organization of the Gestapo, according to the law of 26 February 1936. 

Q Were you really mly opposed to the formal side, or also to the 
things that became Imowm about and concerning the Gestapo? 

A Thad at that tinc heard by gencral talk that was about c oneerning 
the illegal protective custody within the cdevelcpment of the state affairs. 
I hac always attached creat importance to this part under my position, and 
as I considered, however, that the events on the whole were carried out 
within the framework of the general political office at that time, I tried 
always to have an agreement between the organization side and the factual 
side of the questi me 

Q A document has been submitted to this court in which the Ministry 
of Justiée calls your attention =- that is, the Ministry of the Interior -= 
to the effect that the Gestapo managed to get testimony from witnesses by 
beating them, and that they maltreated the people in other terrible ways, 
bases of unbearable things, for oxample, md other abhorring thingse Isn't 


it true that these unpleasant and continual reports was one of the reasons 
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you entered the Army, and didnot want to have anything to co with any of 
this any longer? 

A May I ask the date of this document, is it 1934 or 1935? Of course, 
I remember these documents, and I think they wrote me and wanted to do 
something to bring about a changee I was not successful, and that was my 
reason for ite 

Q In German language, you did not want to have anything to dovith 


this sort of "swine" activity, the beating of decent personSe 


A Yes, on the whole, but J would like to emphasize once more the 


immediate prevention I had recognized in seeing the success that had been 
brought about within the framework of the entire development of the affair, 
and I once more wanted to try to alleviate the condition which I thought coul 
be prevented and changede 
Q But you were not successful, is that right? 
A No, I was dismissed, 
Q tho was your last supervisor? 
linister Fricke 
Frick, he was head since 1 itay 1934? 


If I remember the first of April, or it may have been the lst of 


Who was your superior before Frick? 
Ir, Gocringa 

Q Wold it be correct to say thatoriginally you had thought that 
things would take a different turn? 

A Yes, I oly saw one way out and put myself at their disposal, 
because I thought I would have to help to get things into a decent channels 

Q What did you do between 1923 and 1933? 

À From 1923 to 1927 I was in the Hucttenindustrie, a legal industry as 
public prosecutor, and I worked on legal and penal matters. I was appoimted 
their legal adviser, and was made at the same time managing foreman of the 
organization of the entire northwest group of the organizations of steel and 
iron industrialistse 

Q Did you at that time have a hand in seeing that large sums of money 


of the industrial concerns were piven to National Socialist quarters? 
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A I personally had no fund in my organization for such thingsSe However, 
at the beginning of 1932 I cave the Economic Adviser Funk 100,000 marks when 
Thyssen was not present and he needed it badly. At that time a decision 


had been taken by the heavy industry, the so-called Ruhrlage, that no funds 


were to be given to the National Socialist Party, but only the Papen Cabinet 


end. for having handed it this 100,000 marks I was supposed to be dismissed fr 
my posts. Only the fact that Thyssen said I had already used his name, was n 
a measure that seemed correct one for which to be dismissede 

Q That was not the only time the Party SS received money from your help 
dircetly or indirectlye Will you tell us something about the other cases, 
end you can be quite frank in this matte r? 

A I really do not remember any other cases where I pjaced large sums 
of money at their disposal, because I had no fun’s for such purposese I only 
remeber here the so-called Spann Institute of Duesseldorf. It was founded 
at his head, and through that ideology I had been led to National Socialisn, 
and I wanted to have his teachings to becore more know and spreads That 
was the only tire where I ever had given any help, There is no instance 
where I had given any funds to the organization as a whole, and to Hitler. 

Q I did not nean the organization as awholes I meanto individual SS 
croups and so on? 


‘+ I never gave the SS a single penny. 


Q only the Party? 

A No, Just the case that I mentioned, not other cases. I nay have 
given a Gauleiter sore money for newspaper in Gau Essen, because there in 
ny scope was any possibility of helpe 

Q How much did you give the Gauleiter at that time? 

A I did not negotiate with the Gauleiter at alle That was done by 
Waggoner, the Beonomic Personnel Adviser in Munich at that timee 

Q How much? 

A I àid this in the form of a loans It may have been 100,000 marks, 
it may have been less, I don't remember, 

Q Do you know these loans have never been repaid by the Party? 

No, it has never been repaide 
Whether such loans were given to the Party directly a indirectly 


iN 
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with your help, will you please tell us Something abcut it? 

A I know that my help was given, but Į could not give you any one single 
case where I had to hand any person such a thine 

Q Would you say it is correct if I say that with your help about three 
to five hundred thousand marks were given to the Party, or its formations. 
You gust be very careful because I have the documents. 

4 Even in spite of that fact I would say that this sum is exaggerated, 
because I had no funds at my disposal for such pur,oseSe 

Q And that is you did not exceed 200,000 marks, indirectly? 

“What do you mean by indirectly? That I know of it, or that I guessed it 

Q That you supposedly hade That you advised ite That you made the 
recormendatione 

à If you will mention I might renenver, but I don't remember any 
individual cases, 

Q You only renenber 100,000 to Funk, and 100,000 to Munich? 

A Yese 

Q But itis not at all possible that it was more, is that correct? 

A It is possible, but not up to 500,009 marks. Anyway, nos fron me 
personally. 

Q But fron your organizati. n and so on? 

A I should like to say that ny organization hed no fund for such 
purposeSe Our Employers Organizetion only had a fund for strike eventualitics,. 
Q You knew that these facts werc of nore importance for your h-ving 
becore a ministerial director and Ifinister of “utecior in 1933, aside, of 

course, from your capabilitics? 


A I would not say that, thet I was giren : posi,-ion for that reason, 


because I left a much better pay anc a much more unofficial position than 


taking on the one in the Ministrye I solely think so because Goering nersonal 
asked meto take over the administration work here, end I remember that I aske- 
him four t ines to take it overe I had not been destined from the very -veginn 
of originally to take this position, and I even then only did accept aiter I 
had been given assurance that my predecessor would be given a similar positis 
of importance in another ministry. 

Q Who was your predecessor? 


A Ministerial Director Klausner. 
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K-I-A-U-S-N-E-R, Klausncere 

YeSe 

He was murdered on 30 June 1934, is that correct? 
He was shot on 30 June 193he 


Dre KEMPNER: Yese 
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Q Were you an SS Obergruppenfuchrer at that time? Ii W000 


A Yese 

Q Do you know that SS mn shot your predecessor? 

A I heard that they were not SS men, but that they wore SS uniformse 

Q Did vou agree by saying that that was pure murder? 

A Objectively, it was murdere 

Q What did you do when you heard that your predecessor was murdered by 
the SS, your predecessor who was the head of the Catholic action in Germany? 

A I have already stated that objectively I considered this murcere If I 
consider the whole legal development of the action that took place at that 
time, and consider this en individual case, I would 7e to say that I saw th 


legal basis in the law that had been passed on the 3hd of July, anc though 


I micht not say that I was terribly affected by it and opposed to these 


affairs, but with the law of authorization that had been passed, I saw, on 
the 23rd of March, 1933, the legal basis for these events. On the other 
hand, it was not my concern to try to have these things investigated, and 

I could never investigate them if I had authority to do so because I was. not 
competent in my office to do So» Furthermore, I do not remember, could not 
say or could not judge whether the indictment of high treason that was made 
was really true here. 

Q Are you of the opinion that murder is not mics: wien a law is 
passed by a so-called Fuehrer? 

A I think there were exanples which are settied legelly latere The law 
was undoubtedly, at that time, passed by the ccmmetest authorities, signed | 
theme The possibility for such a law, 2s I alrcady said, cxistode 

Q That is to say that if the Fuchrer mads a iaw that all Jews were to 
be exterminated and ordered this in tae form of a lw, that is right too, 
ie it? 

A As a lecel man, the question is too general for me to answere It 
would have to be decided whether a legal example is here or note 

Q Was, in your opinion, the killing and gassing of the Jows a crime 
or not? 

A The most terrible crime that I can imacinee 


Q tlas the murder of Minister Director Klausner, head of the Catholic 
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Action in Germany, a crime in your opinion or not? 

A I can only answer the question if I am given te facts concerning 
this event, which I have not had up to nowe 

Q You mean that even today jou have not made up your mind as to what 
it is? 

A If the things that I have learned, and the things made imown to me 
now are true, then I must say it was murders 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will have a recess noWe 

(A short recess was takene) 

BY DR. KEITNERs 

Q You said that you were not competent to act in Klausncr's case, is 
that correct? 

A Yeso 

Q Don't you know that there was a law concerning settlement of civil 
clains? 

A Iese 

Q For example, if Klausner!s widow wanted a pension, you were the 
competent authority to decide o that? 


A Noe Klausner was in the Reichministry of Transportation, and it was 


a question that concerned the Reiche 


Q That is a mistake of yours, I an sorry- I salt tall you and nay be 
then you will rementer. Klausney was murdered on 30 due 193h- His wife 
wanted to have danages paid to her for the murder from the Garman Reiche 
Didn't she, in this conection,. hive te tum So che Minisbor of Intericr that 
was competent for the settleront of v: 

A Yes, for her settlement of the incemrity qestion The damage vould 
not be for her pensie 

Q Mrs. Klausner's lawyer went to the Minister of the Interior, do you 
remerber the lawyer's nene? 

A Noe 

Q It was j uendere 

A Puender did not come to me 


Q But he was in your llinistry. 


These questions were, at that tine, handled in the ceparticnt tat 
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was under State Secretary Pfundner. - 0050 


Q Do you know that Pfundner, after he nade this clain aplicati’ ny 
was arrested by the Gestapo? 

A Yes, I heard thate 

Q Was this also one of the torrible things the Gestapo did, according to 
you? 

A Yese 

Q Ihave something else here, taken from the files of the Minister of th 
Interiore Did the Minister of tho Interior, for exanple » complain that people 
in foreign countries were kidnapped by the Gestapo? 

A That is possiblee I don't remember Single cases at the present tiree 

Q Do you remember the case of Bernhold Jakob who was urged to cone 
over from Switzerland across the border and kidnapped? 

& I remember a case, but not the name of Jakobe 

Q You don't remember this case? 

A Noe May I see the document, maybe I shall remember then 

Q This is a long document and I don'tyant to introduce ite I shall 
just ask you if you remember the following sentences: 

"Serious cases of political consequences or difficultics hav 35 in recent 
times, occurred by the Gestapo by means of kidnapping on sovereign territory. 
I refer to the cases of Jakob (Switzerland), Gutzeid (Notherlands and 
Holland), and the latest incident on the Czech borders" 

A If that occurred during my time, I should have written in that fashion. 
Q And if the Minister of the Interior complained about such things, they 


were right? 


A I am sure I dod not do this without any materiale 


Q Here's another case, do youremenber this one? It. says: 

¥ I shall here only mention the case of ny teacher and kreisleiter 
Estcrweren, who was confined in protective custody for 8 days because he had 
and was later found giving his report concerning the treatnonts carrie’ out 
by the SS»! 

A I remerber this case exactlye 


Q Was that your old Kreisleiter? 
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A Noè 


Q Was it a new Kreisleiter? 

A I don't know, I don't romerbere If I remomber correctly, I seit 50 
people of the Field Gendarme and had the camp evacuated of SS personnel and 
had them manned by the Gendarnee 

Q What did the SS do there? 

A That must have been very carly in 1933. The SS had been sent into the 


Papenburger district in order to ameliorate conditions and to allevinte 


unemployrente They were in a camp near Esterwegen and had very frequently 


arrested people and brought then into the camp. 


Q Is it correct that the SS mistreated people? 
Tese 

Q And the man you spoke dout was arrested by the Gestapo and you 
complained about that? 

A I don't know who maltreated theme It was either the SS or the 
Gestapo at that timee 

Q According to the document that I have quoted, it says "the man had 
made a correct report concerning the treatments carried out by the SS." 

A To us? 

Q I don't know, but you complained about this? 

Yese 

Do you know the concentration camp Columbia Favs in Berlin? 

Yes, I know the Colwnbia House in Berline 

Did you receive any complairts concerning the fact thet the SS guards 
maltreated people there? 

A The Columbia House was an extended detention instituticn for the 
Gestapoe At that time I knew of more complaints about the H elemanustrasse, 
as I have already nentionede That was a so-called unauthorized SA barracks e 

Q I am now speaking about the quite authorized Columbia House on 
the Tempe}hof. You knew that naltreatments occurred there too? 

A Yese 

Q You knew that the guards wore SS men? 


A From hearsay I cm say yese 
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Q Iwas there, I saw them, Now, another pointe Where were you on 28 
Eebruary 1933? 

A In the ifinistry of the Interiore That was the day of the Reichstag 
conflagratione 

Q Where were you on the evening of the Reichstag conflagration? 

A I had gone to report to ifinister Goeringe 

Q Between 9300 anc 10300 peme, you were in the burning Reichstag 
buildinge Why did you go there? 

4. Because I was head of the police department at that time and wanted 
to sce the neasures that were being taken. 

Q Who called you there? 

A Ye received the news from Daluege, or a ifinister, when he was reportir 
to Goering, and the Minister had me go with him immediately to the Roichstarce 

Q You stood at the head of the big stairs in SS wiforn with Goering 
and Hitler, is that correct? 

A Yese 

Q Do you know who set the Reichstag on fire? 

A Yes, I heard latere 

Q Who was it? 

A The SA Gruppenfuehrer, that is, at that tire, SA Brigadefuchrer Ernst, 
with several SA mene 

Q Where did you cet your official information, and where did you hear 
of it? 

A I did not hear of it officially. I learned of it latere 


Q In 1936? 


TC 
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It nay h vo boon 1936 or 1937.6 

and who tol you this 

I imascino thet Gisovius tolc no 
9 Dicn't you reccive any infòrma 
‘ostion that cormunists 


hed been puro invontion? 


as the only rion 


janitor aho hac been in the wailcing m 


x 4 


Locke it up anc tole mo thet Thorslcr was 
been in the Reichstas 
his het anc coat from the 


` = 
NAN 


USA nuribor lators 


gave out tho 
coituendocs hac 1G the Rcichstag on firo wiviusut any investiceti 
having takon r ) ] That is tho way LG ichror wentod it. 
Do you arrco ti th thi 
of 28 Fobrucry 
these facts. 


v 


That is to sey that tl regulation that abolisho: 
basco’ on 

In rotrospcct, 

You yoursolf ard not Imor 

Noe 


A .. mmber of 


the firo, 


These reports vorc 


OL the torior in tho Polico 
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at thet time. “hat can you say 


base 


t St that tine Dichls , tocethor with Ilinistcrial 


Dircetor Schulze was in the Political cpartment and not in the 


3 


Polico -cpertment, and as far cs I mow, it hac beon sep-ratoce 


Thercforc», I vas not officially concerned with this quesvione 


^ Had you heard that Coerecs were boing crawn up 


by anothor copartment? 


AN I rmst say quito frankly, that I 
about the oxtent of the arrosts 


3 


~ou ansor W) ( skod by ono of the defense 


Lavyors, that tho officials of the Gestapo were to de takon over 


> 


cwmlativoly, or cs a Group, fron tho fomor acy 


n OBa 


^ Do you still insist on this tostinony or co you want 


to rostrict it? 


Diehis told y that tino 


leA officials of the Police vcpartmont anc transforrec 


a Groat nart of them, to my officoe I mot a number of 
carp anc. they told me that thoy blanc” mo for havinsr been 
transferred, so that I mist say that these officials woro 
transforred by Dichls to the Police Department. 

Do you know that the poonlo who were anti-MNational 

were not transforroc but firod? 

NOe 

You con't lkmow that tho loacin; 1-A officials 
Borlin moro Schnivlor, Schoch, Ariari; Sturn anc Stenzel? 

I con't romnomber those NAOS e 

.oule you s it is truo if that 
iinistorial napor of tho intorior a: 


a 
iCSe 
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9 Do you vant to restrict your testimony now to this 
oxtont that not all of tho officials 
Dovartmont l- wore trensforroc, but thet the antisiiati onal 
Socialists woro fired beforchand? 
Yose 
Vory wolle 
iay I soc tho Cocuncnte Tho law had not boon put into 
offoet ot thet timc concernin™ the rcoeostallishnent of the civil 
sorvant'ts systorie 
They wore first sontoneo™ anc fired ontircly by 
the la’, Now, 
How larro was tho nuwubor of police omplorocs ‘hon you 
took ovor the Polico Dopartriont in Prussia? 
I only ronombcr . oy numi £8,000 =æ and I 
these as retular policce I contt Imow how many of thom voro 


gemini erative or erpininal 


stated 
80,000? 
Yes, that would Navo: to be 
9 You vory stronsly incroascc 
correct? 


m 
A 


fh COortain. sxtoens 


this recurrod onco moro but ccainst 


MY Ira Gravert, the Prosccution woule Liko to ciroct 


your attontion to the fact that you aro not 2 ccfondent hore, 


but only a witness. 
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ñe Yes, after 1935 the regular police was once more broucht to the old 
strength. 
Ye Is it correct that the SS and SA Auziliary Police were increased? 


a 


e Yes, including the Blue Shirts, if I nay mention them. 

W“. Why was the decrece that you made, at that time, termed to bo a ton 
secret matter, and had top secret written over it when you omployed SS and Si’ 

ae I cannot remember any reason because they appeared in public. They 
were restricted, so far as I romomber, in that they wuld only be em :loyed 
for 3 marks per day, anc that they could only become active in the c mpany 
of an official of the rcrular policoe 

Qe Aftorwarcs you omployed a considerably larger number and these were 
given military traninin;, is tht correct? 

e They were not cmployed by tho Ministry, but by the Jclice Department, 
anc so far as I romomber, thoy were cancelled very soon because I coul not 
scc any apecial use or purpose in them, and they received no military trainin 

“e Do you know that under the cloak of the polico, 50,000 men wero om- 
ployee and trained, anc on tho 16th of ftarch, 1935, thcy succonly a-varec 
as soldiers? 

a. If you mean the Ladespolizei whose strength of 30,000 non w 
on the Versailles treaty, thon these mon were based in Parise 


Q. I want to know if it is correct that 48,000 50,000 men were newly 


employed anc suddenly appeared on the 16th of March, 1935, as solcicrs? I 


r : > . : 
don t want to know the reason, I just want to know if it is correct. 


This 45,000 to 50,000 men were, if I remember, wero placed in the 
army but they were not newly recruite’ men but were mace up of the mon who 
lived in barracks. I remember this so exactly because I had a decide?! onini>: 
against Barracks Police and wanted to abolish it, 

Q I am not reproaching*you with anything, I just want to know the fact 
Would it be correct to say that the ‘russian Minister of the Interior, “inist 
Gocring, at that timo usod the Police for reasons of rearmament? Is that 
corroct? 


It was, at this time, Fricke, but the transfor was made by the 
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Minister of thcInteriore 

Qe And who started it, Fricke or Goering? 

À. At the time of Goering, the Police was therc. It started with Gocre 
ing and ended with Frickee 

Qe Now, one last pointe 
Closely, didn't you? 

>e at that time, yese 
Qe You yourself made many laws and regulations. 
“. ‘Yes, 

Q Your signature is on many documents here of the Legal Gazette of 
1953. You also aided the law compilations of Freisler, didn’t you? 

Yes. 

ånd you are well informed on matters of SS and Police? 

Yes. 

Do you knw thot in the legal documents, there is the followine 
sontcnee not once, but ton times/ "Tho rolice anè to SS arc tho uniform 
gate protectors of the Reich". Is that correct if this was roecxamined 
officially again and again? 

Not in my time, not in Prussia. 

I refer to 1936. 

“hen Himmler became chief of Police, this danger became greater and 

why I personally was opposed to it. 

And you left because you realized that somethin very bad was about 
to occur, is that correct? 

he I did not want the officials to present the attitude that he lone 


was the representativo of the State. 


Qe fou werc arainst the amalgamations and became more and more close 


to the SS and Police, is that corrcet? 

4. I tried to turn the course of events and failod, 

Qe Because you know thit this would eventually lcad to terrible 
consequences, is that correct? 


ie Because I feared that the cordon of my interior organizati 
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especially insofar as the central institution was concerned, wuld sugrer and 
be destroyed. . 
Qe You knew that if the SS and these things would amalgamate, it would 
mean the end of a halfeway decent state organization? 
44, I feared that with such a system, one no longer had any clear 
responsibility. 
Q. Because the samo people who were subordinateto the State were also 
suborcinate to Himmler? 
te I saw that thines could be carried out from ono sight, and from 
another sicht without the state having the possibility of intorforine if it 
wanted to interfere. 
Qe Ant you saw this very cistinctly as a leader an^ state administration 
Yes. 
and by reason of your knowledge as a legal man, you condemned such 
an amalramati>n? 
4. I consicered this the causo of this whole terrible development. 
DR. KEMPNER: Thank you, that's all. 


CAIT. TUBRIDY: Dre Voleckmann, co you want to ask any further qucstions? 


DR. YELCKMANN: No furthor qucstions. 


CiiT. TUBRIDY: Could we adjourn now ana start arain at 1:35 Deme 
DR. TELCKMANN: Yese 
D.e”. KEMPNER: Yese 


(The Commission adjourned at 1230 hours) 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the 


testimony of LUDVIG GRAVERT takne on 1 July 1946. 


Charles Gallagher 
Reporter 
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